
Year 3 Addition policy (Adding numbers to 100)  

 

                          Prior Learning 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
When adding single digits to a 2 digit number, children should be 

encouraged to count on from the larger number. 

They should also apply their knowledge of number bonds to add more 
efficiently e.g 8 + 5 = 13 so 35 + 8 = 43 

Manipulatives should be used to support children in finding the number 
bond to 10. 

Encourage children to use the formal column method when calculating 
(alongside manipulatives where necessary) 

Children can also use a blank number line to count on to find the total. 
Encourage them to jump to multiples of 10 to become more efficient. 



Year 3 Addition policy (Add numbers with up to 3 digits) 

 

 Prior learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dienes and place value counters are the most effective 
manipulatives when adding numbers up to 3 digits. 

Ensure children write out their calculation alongside 
any concrete resources so they can see the links to the 

written column method. 

Plain counters on a place value grid can also be used 
to support learning. 

 

 



Year 3 Subtraction policy 

                         Prior learning 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Dienes and place value counters are the most effective manipulative when subtracting numbers with up to 3 
digits. 

Ensure children write out their calculation alongside any concrete resources so they can see the links to the 
written column method.  

Plain counters on a place value grid can also be used to support learning. 

 

 



Year 3 Multiplication policy (2 digit numbers by 1 digit numbers) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Prior learning 

Teachers may decide to first look at the expanded column method before moving on to the short 
multiplication method.  

The place value counters should be used to support the understanding of the method rather than supporting 
the multiplication as children should use their times table knowledge.  

 

 



Year 3 Multiplication policy (3 digit numbers by 1 digit numbers) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
When moving to 3 digit by 1 digit multiplication, encourage children to move towards the short, formal written 

method.  

Dienes and place value counters continue to support the understanding of the written method.  

Limit the number of exchanges needed in the questions and move children away from resources when 
multiplying larger numbers. 

 



Year 3 Division policy (Divide 2 digits by 1 digits – sharing with exchange) 

 

 Prior learning 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

When dividing numbers involving an exchange, children can use dienes and place value counters to exchange one ten for 

ten ones.  

Children should start with the equipment outside the place value grid before sharing the tens and ones equally in the rows. 

Flexible partitioning in a part-whole model supports this method.  



Year 3 Division policy (Divide 2 digits by 1 digit – sharing with remainders) 

 

                                      Prior learning 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

When dividing numbers with remainders, children can use dienes and place value counters to exchange one ten for ten 

ones.  

Starting with the equipment outside the place value grid will highlight remainders, as they will be left outside the grid once 

the equal groups have been made. 

Flexible partitioning in a part-whole model supports this method.  



Year 3 Times tables policy (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Prior Learning 

 

2 times table 

5 times table  

10 times table 

 Encourage daily counting in multiples both forwards and backwards. This can be supported using a number line or 

a hundred square. 

Look for patterns in the three times table, using concrete manipulatives to support. Notice the odd, even, odd, even 

pattern using numicon to support. 

Highlight the pattern in the ones using a hundred square. 



Year 3 Times tables policy (4) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior Learning 

 

2 times table 

5 times table  

10 times table 

 Encourage daily counting in multiples both forwards and backwards. This can be supported using a number line or 

a hundred square. 

Look for patterns in the four times table, using manipulatives to support. Make links to the 2 times table seeing how 

each multiple is double the twos. Notice the pattern in the ones within each group of five multiples 

Highlight the pattern that all multiples are even using numicon to support. 



Year 3 Times tables policy (8) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Prior Learning 

 

2 times table 

5 times table  

10 times table 

 Encourage daily counting in multiples both forwards and backwards. This can be supported using a number line or 

a hundred square. 

Look for patterns in the eight times table, using manipulatives to support. Make links to the 4 times table seeing 

how each multiple is double the fours. Notice the pattern in the ones within each group of five multiples 

Highlight the pattern that all multiples are even using numicon to support. 


